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Operation Outcry: Silent No More

The Justice Foundation and Operation Outcry: Silent No More (OOSNM) are in a unique position to overturn Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton, the two 1973 U.S. Supreme Court cases that brought legalized abortion on demand to America. Operation Outcry is spearheaded by The Justice Foundation, a non-profit, 501(c)(3) public-interest law firm that represents clients free of charge in landmark cases. The Justice Foundation is supported by tax-deductible contributions.

The Justice Foundation represents Norma McCorvey, the “Roe” plaintiff in Roe v. Wade, and Sandra Cano, the “Doe” plaintiff of Doe v. Bolton. Neither Norma nor Sandra had an abortion; but, as a result of testimony of women harmed by abortion, they realize the tragic and harmful effects abortion has caused women over three decades. Now grandmothers, they are returning to court with an earnest desire to see their cases overturned during their lifetimes, justice restored, and women protected from the suffering that abortion causes.


Evidence of the physical, emotional, and psychological harm women experience as a result of abortion, as well as new scientific evidence regarding the undeniable humanity of the child at fertilization, was unavailable to the U.S. Supreme Court 30 years ago. This evidence is the basis for the Court to overturn Roe and Doe because the decisions are no longer just.


The Justice Foundation legal team is comprised of Foundation attorneys Allan Parker, Linda Schlueter, and Clayton Trotter; Harold Cassidy of the National Foundation for Life Litigation Project; San Antonio attorneys Kathleen Cassidy Goodman and Sharon Blakeney; Dallas local counsel Robert P. Baxter; and, Atlanta local counsel Terry Lloyd.


OOSNM has inspired a national movement of women harmed by abortion to be “silent no more,” telling America and courts the truth that abortion hurts women. This movement has expanded across America, with a network of state leaders. The Justice Foundation provides direction, legal assistance, resource materials, and training for OOSNM.


Women are joining OOSNM to share their stories in the hope other women will be spared the suffering and tragic consequences they have endured. These women are providing sworn statements (affidavits) for the historic legal effort to overturn Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton. In an affidavit, each woman testifies to the devastating mental, physical, and spiritual impact that the “right” to choose abortion has caused and continues to cause her. Others who have an interest in protecting women and children have provided “Friend of the Court” forms in agreement with the following statement: “It is not in the human or legal interest of any mother to kill her own child. A mother’s true interest is in her child’s life and her relationship with her child. Roe v. Wade should be overturned.”


On June 17, 2003, The Justice Foundation filed a 
”Rule 60” motion with 5,347 pages of evidence and affidavits in the United States District Court for the Northern District of Texas on behalf of Norma McCorvey to overturn the Roe judgment. Denied by the district court, the motion is on appeal to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit in New Orleans.


On August 25, a Rule 60 motion was filed on behalf of Sandra Cano to overturn the Doe judgment. These Rule 60 motions are based on changes in law and factual conditions since the U.S. Supreme Court handed down the decisions 31 years ago, making them “no longer just.”


 A “Rule 60” motion, the first step to overturning a federal court decision, can only be filed by an original party. As the sole original plaintiffs in their cases, Norma and Sandra are in the unique legal position to file Rule 60 motions. Their cases will ultimately be decided by the U.S. Supreme Court.


Three major arguments are the basis of Roe and Doe “Rule 60” motions:

1) Abortion hurts women. More than 1,000 women have signed affidavits attesting to the devastating emotional, physical, and psychological trauma of abortion to them.

2) The unanswered question in the original Roe case was: “When does human life begin?” In 1973, the Court recognized this issue as only a philosophical question. Since then, vast scientific evidence conclusively answers the question that life begins at fertilization.

3) Safe alternatives to abortion. In 1999, Texas enacted a “safe haven” law that requires the State to care for any woman’s unwanted child from the child’s birth to 18 years of age. This allows a woman to take her baby to a safe haven without fear of being prosecuted for abandoning the child, with no questions asked (if no harm is done to the baby). Because the State has agreed to take responsibility for all unwanted children, women should no longer feel forced to end the lives of their “unwanted” children. Over forty states have similar laws.


OOSNM continues to expose the two false assumptions surrounding legalized abortion: 1) abortion is good and safe for women; and, 2) it is not a baby being aborted. OOSNM provides an avenue for women to publicly share the tragic effects that abortion has had on their lives and makes a national 24-hour toll-free HELP Line available to help women deal with the grief and to offer help and healing.
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