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The Ethical Road in a United Europe: 

Protection of Life and Death from conception to natural death

Bert P. Dorenbos, Chairman Cry for Life (Schreeuw om Leven)

God's rights and Human rights

Human beings are created in the image of God. God made us nearly godly. He created us already before we were born. He saw every detail of our development even before conception. He has a plan of life for every human being. Every human being is valuable for Him. 

When men rebelled against God, sin and death came into life. Only through the redemption of sin through the blood of Jesus can man be saved. We are in the midst of a spiritual fight. We are safe in Jesus putting on the spiritual armor of which the word of God is the sword of the Spirit to be proclaimed to rescue man because God so much loved the world.

The universal principles of God are universal for everybody and when applied, life will be protected. Within a Europe historically based on Judeo Christian principles the constitutions are based on these biblical principles. Western constitutions are based on the universal principle that the life of every human has the right to be protected. This objective truth is based on the eternal truth that God so loved the world. The future of a healthy Europe can only be based on these universal principles

Faith is fading away in the hearts of more and more people in Europe and the universal objective foundational biblical principles are weakening and new subjective ideas are introduced as the new law and order of societies. Often biblical rudiments are still basic for these new ideas but within the spiritual battle a society without God is proclaimed more and more. The biblical universal principles are abolished, often seen as the exclusive territory of those people who still believe in God. Those principles are still accepted within the church territory but not as the basis of society.

It is important to stress that the universal principles stay universal despite the fact that many no longer can see it as biblical principles. In the midst of the discussion and fight about the future of a united Europe this basic fundamental truth of the universal meaning of the universal principles is extremely important for the future of the protection of life in Europe. Churches are often not aware of their key role in society even when they do not have a majority. Biblical teaching of societal responsibility is needed en urgent and the basis for revival. Prayer is the secret weapon.  

The unexpected defeat of the European Constitution can be seen as a higher sign or calling that the Lord wants us to stand up for and proclaim the sacredness of life based on the biblical universal principles of the protection of life. It is meaningful that in most of the Human Right Declarations the right of protection of everybody's human life is safeguarded. This should not be seen as a rudiment of a former Christian era but a living testimony of the presence of God in our societies and the European entities. God is not ruling by majorities but by faithful servants who stay faithful in the midst of arenas and platforms where enemies are roaring.

The pro life movement is not an issue oriented activity but a fundamental contribution to the foundation of societies. Where the protection of life becomes a subjective decision of those in power we see destruction of society. Recent and ancient history and today massacres are many continuing examples of this obvious truth. Christians are called to be present and active in all areas of life. 

The pro life movement came into being at the moment societies started to argue about the humanity of an unborn human being. This was denied and the removal of some tissue was seen as a women's right. The feminist movement used this right to decide over her pregnancy to fight for women's rights. Often the fight was spearheaded also to proclaim secular political and societal views to get rid of God as the basis of life and society. We should honor the Roman Catholic Church that it never gave in on the sacredness of life. Within the protestant section of the church the dogmatic approach has been often very soft and compromising causing the flock to be confused. When life is given over to the subjective Darwinist, humanistic, evolutionary vision of life, human life is in danger.

The issue of human rights and discrimination has become a top issue within the political and societal circles. The pro life movement is still not active in this arena of opportunities. On the contrary. Abortion is more and more promoted as a human right of the woman to kill her baby. The pro life possibilities are still unlimited because an unborn human being today is from a medical point of view seen as a human being. Medical knowledge is proving and showing that the unborn human being is a living creature. The heart beats at 4 weeks, arms and legs are visible at 8 weeks. With ultra sound every pregnant woman has the picture of her baby. It is important to share these truths in the midst of the myths and lies of the pro abortion movement.  

Although the pro life movement is supported mostly by Christians (catholic, orthodox and protestant) very often the protection of life is not seen as a priority within church circles. The secularized churches are accepting abortion as a possible solution and the bible believing churches do not see the fundamental basis of the protection of life and the societal need to fight for life. In evangelical circles the need for political activity is often not seen as a Christian calling. Thorough biblical teaching on life also in the theological institutions is extremely important.

The pro life movement is by far the largest voluntary movement around the world. Far bigger than amnesty International and Green Peace together. The pro life movement is often not visible because the media tend to prefer the worldly movements and try to deny the Christian activities. But often also the Christian based pro life movements and in general often Christian movements are not active to penetrate in the media, often seen as enemies and secular. 

Without any doubt and with little effort the media coverage of the pro life movements can be doubled. Media openness and training and Christian media initiatives are extremely urgent and possible with the explosive expansion of all kinds of new media possibilities. In a united Europe networking and cooperation of pro life movements is extremely important. Both nationwide and continental wide. With a growing European Union and the institutions it is also essential to enlarge the pro life pro family presence within the European bodies. Within the framework of the International Right to Life Federation the lobby activities at the UN are a good example for Europe. Christian Institutions need to have a presence in Brussels and Strasbourg.

Every church or church group should have its pro life chapter. If there is no committee, chapter or group it is obvious to start one right away. Where two or three are together in my name… Start with telling the truth of life. Be not afraid about opposition. That’s why you started to talk about the truth. Include form the very beginning compassion for pregnant women with problems. Be aware that out of every 15 women one had an abortion the last 25 years. Many are suffering of post abortion traumas. Open your heart and counsel them. Be pro life in all areas of life. You are there for the mother and the child. Distribute from the beginning pro life materials. React on issues of life in the media. To write a letter or make a phone call is not a big time consuming problem. The issue is: to start. Many pro life groups are house groups but in the multitude of these groups added with prayer is the secret of success.

Have a united and uniting spirit. The focus is on the child attacked for life. Have always a uniting open spirit to support each other. Never be disappointed, when even people close to you are not yet on the right mindset. Use material of existing organizations or develop your own material. With the modern easy ways of gaining information and producing information you can easily and cheaply have your material. Learn form the Greenpeace and Amnesty International. They focus on local groups and get visible on national events and actions. Their communication system is simple but effective. So ours should be effective and simple. Make a plan and work on it. Never give up.

With the excellent network of churches around the country and the often well organized church bodies as youth groups, women groups, prayer groups we do not have to invent the structure as many secular groups often have to do. Use the existing structures. And keep the pro life structure simple. Those who have had experience should lead and stimulate this movement. The European pro life leadership is becoming more and more active in networking and stimulating the pro life initiatives. A lacking effort is that pro life teaching inside the church is missing. Often the pro life movement is bypassing of bypassed by the church authorities and pastors. It is absolute possible that with more cross influencing activities the pro life movement in Europe can be very instrumental to change the pro death mentality in Europe in a pro life pro faith mentality in the coming years. Nobody ever expected 25 years ago that in the USA the pro life movement and abortion became the key issue in the USA politics. Faithful and hard working made it happen with prayer and persistence. Uniting efforts in the European Leadership are the key to make this happen.
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